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Ft. Pierce Police Union Endorses City Candidates

The newly formed Fort Pierce Police Officers’ Associations, I.U.P.A. Local #6002 (FPPOA) wasted no time getting into the political arena.  With the election only weeks away they endorsed Rufus Alexander for Commissioner from District 1 and Christine Coke for Commissioner from District 2.


In FPPOA’s letter to Mr. Alexander, the President of the union, Officer Daniel Gilroy, cited the fact that he had a long record of paying special attention to public safety issues.  He was cited as a long time supporter of field level police officers in Fort Pierce, and in Gilroy’s words, “. . . has worked long and tireless hours to improve the public safety of our citizens.”


According to the union, police officers have had a positive relationship with Commissioner Alexander based on mutual respect and his commitment to work hard in the best interests of the citizens of Fort Pierce.  The officers see his commitment as the same as their own duty to protect and serve the public.  Alexander’s objection to the city’s laying off eight officers coupled with his pledge to bring those eight police officer positions back is, according to the union officials, an example of that commitment.


Commenting on the union’s decision to endorse Alexander, Gilroy reinforced the union’s position saying,  "We are impressed by the level of commitment and personal involvement Commissioner Alexander has with the citizens.  He knows the importance of policing and that safety for our citizens comes first" 


In a similar letter, the union equally praised Christine Coke’s long public service both as a Commissioner and in a host of volunteer positions.  The police union praised Ms. Coke for her dedication to public safety as well saying that she too “. . . worked long and tireless hours to improve the safety of our citizens.” 
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An eight-year member of the Commission, Ms. Coke has served on numerous boards ranging from charitable organizations supporting children’s needs to groups dedicated to improving the economy of the community.  One organization of particular interest to the officers is the Police Athletic League which she has actively supported.  The PAL provides significant support to young people and is especially important to police officers who too often see young people in trouble.


In commenting on Mrs. Coke’s official actions in behalf of the police Officer Gilroy personally supported his Board of Director’s decision to endorse her saying, "When the Police Department was facing being taken over, Commissioner Coke stood up and saved our citizens police force, that's something we will not soon forget"

END

NOTE:

Originally chartered in 1979, the International Union of Police Associations, AFL-CIO is the only AFL-CIO chartered labor union that exclusively represents law enforcement officers and other support personnel.  The more than 100,000 law enforcement personnel (one out of every four eligible) represented by the I.U.P.A. are all full time employees of law enforcement agencies ranging from line officers up to first line supervisors as well as civilian employees.  The I.U.P.A.’s mission is to protect and advance officers’ wages, benefits and work conditions.  Membership includes officers from agencies throughout the United States and in the Caribbean.  More information is available at www.iupa.org.
